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must be replaced by Mary Stuart. Conspir-
ators often do not like to say in plain words
what they intend to do if the worst conies. So
these men, though in their hearts they must have
known they would not stick at the death of
Elizabeth, do not mention that at first. They
much more decently simply " arrange " for the
marriage of Mary, and the restoring of Catho-
licism.
^* The north of England had always been in many
respects separated from the south. It was more
conservative, and Catholicism was strong there.
The great lords, with their vast estates, felt
themselves more independent. That the north
could rebel had been shown by the Pilgrimage
of Grace in Henry VII Fs reign, and now the
champions of Mary Stuart found their greatest
strength there.                     ^ ^^^
First it was planned that Mary Stuart should
bd released from her imprisonment and married,
and that Elizabeth should be forced to agree to
this and to recognize Mary as her heir, an act she
had always refused to perform. The bridegroom
was to be the Duke of Norfolk. He was one of the
greatest landowners in England, and almost ranked
as head of the nobifity. He was not himself a
Catholic, but he had many friends and connexions
who were. He had plenty of experience of married
life, too, for already he had been three times
married, and it might be hoped he would know
how to adapt himself to Mary. He would perhaps